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Conservation Day Camp 2020
These past few months have been nothing short of wild and unpredictable. However, we were bound and
determined to make one thing consistent… hosting our annual Conservation Day Camp! Once we received
word that we would be able to host our most loved outdoor summer program, we spread the word and
started making plans for the best day camp ever. Let me tell you, it was a GREAT success!
Conservation Day Camp took place Tuesday, June 23rd through Thursday, June 25th at the Preble County
Historical Society. We welcomed 87 campers, 12 camp counselors, and 20 presenters and volunteers to our
5th annual day camp! Campers participated in a wide variety of new and favorite activities, such as
homesteading, Leave No Trace outdoor ethics, wood crafts, manufacturing, tie dye, archery, tree I.D.,
outdoor safety, and creeking. Groups of students learned how to make their own French fries and other
foods from homegrown ingredients, tested their knowledge of leaf characteristics in an interactive matching
game, and created bull roarers in wood crafts. They also manufactured dog toys from recycled t-shirts and
raced to put together an airplane, learned the importance of a defibrillator and how to properly stop bleeding
with tourniquets, studied bugs in the creek, and learned to “know before you go” through Leave No Trace.
On the last day of camp, our campers were able to experience three hiking trails that are open to the public
at the Preble County Historical Society! After 4 miles of exploring the woods and some time at the creek,
campers were ready for a pizza lunch and a field day full of games to round out the camp. It was a bright,
sunny week with a lot of fun, laughter, and education about the vast world of environmental conservation! It
was a week to remember, and we cannot wait to pick it up again next year!
We could not have put this camp together without the help of our presenters and volunteers: Harold and
Katelyn Niehaus, Jenna Kramer, Hannah Guntle, Christian Bowhunters of America, Amanda Beneke, Sara
Caudill, West Alexandria Fire/EMS, Jo Burgess, Cathy Price, Jimmy Price, Hannah Ashworth, and Jackie
Barnes. We thank you for your time and dedication to this program, and we appreciate everything you do!
We would also like to say thank you to our wonderful sponsors, who support our efforts in conservation and
environmental education in our community: Henny Penny Employee Foundation, Butler Rural Electric
Co-op, Wildcat Sports and Graphics, and the Preble County Historical Society. We appreciate your generous
donation to making our camp better every year!
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Meet the 2020 Supervisor Candidates
Jamie Beneke
Jamie Beneke has been a resident of Preble County his entire life. He discovered his love of animals as a child while
showing rabbits, chickens, and feeder calves in 4-H. He has been in the livestock industry for 25 years, where he also
judges poultry shows around the state. The Beneke Family has owned and operated Safari Junction for four years and has
traveled as Valley Exotic Zoo since 2009. Jamie runs the business with his wife Dianna and three children, Jake, Wyatt,
and Zoey. They offer an interactive and educational experience to all who visit, displaying both exotic and farm animals.
Jamie's goal is to educate the public and volunteers at the Junction.
Mike Broermann
Mike Broermann is a self-employed farmer who also works as a crop insurance adjuster. He and his family farm 950
acres of corn, soybeans, and hay, along with raising 20-30 feeder calves per year. Mike, and his wife, Lisa live outside of
Camden with their two children. Over the past 10 years, Mike has installed several grassed waterways on his own
property as well as his family’s property. He is a graduate of The Ohio State University with a B.S. in Agriculture. Mike
is a member of the Ohio Cattlemen’s Association, Farm Bureau, American Soybean Association, and St. Mary’s
Catholic Church.
Kip Denlinger
Kip Denlinger is a self-employed farmer, growing 1,600 acres of corn and soybeans in Preble County. He lives in
Jackson Township and is a member of Farm Bureau, where he served six years as a Board Member. Kip has taken
coursework in Grain Marketing from The Ohio State University. He no-tills his crops and has installed several grassed
waterways.
Jim Meeks
Jim Meeks is the Engineering Manager at Quanex Building Products. He resides in Washington Township with his wife
Beth, and two daughters Katelyn and Josey. Jim farms 280 acres of corn, soybeans, and wheat on his own and with
extended family. He is the co-owner of Olde Schoolhouse Winery in Eaton, OH, where they manage 2 acres of grape
vines. He is working to install grassed waterways on his family farm.
Voting for the Board of Supervisors will take place at the Preble SWCD Annual Meeting on September 3 from 5:30 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m. For further information about the Board of Supervisors and the election process, stop in the office or call 937-456-5159.

Preble SWCD 71st Annual Meeting
The Preble SWCD’s 71st Annual Meeting is coming up and we would love to see you there! It will take place on September 3, 2020 at
the Morning Star Airport, 3647 St Rt 503 South, West Alexandria, OH. Jerry Chabrian and his wife Peggy have graciously opened their
nearly 200 year old, historic bank barn to host our special event! This barn is located next to the headquarters for Women in Aviation.
The Supervisor Election will take place at 5:30 p.m. with a meal to follow at 6:00 p.m. The meal is free and provided by Charlotte Akers,
of Charlotte’s Catering in Eaton, OH. The featured speaker will be Randall Reeder, a Will Rogers impressionist. You won’t want to miss
it! This is a family event, so please bring the whole family. Entertainment for the kids will be available during the meeting. To RSVP for
the Annual Meeting or for any questions, please call the office at 937-456-5159 or email Kate at katesills@prebleswcd.org.

BJ’s Philosophy Box
What Grandma might have said:
If you don’t make your own decisions,
someone will make them for you.
DON’T FORGET! We still have Preble County
Plat Books available in the office! For $25, you will
receive a spiral bound book containing up-to-date
property boundary maps with aerial images. We have
a limited supply of our 2018 edition, as we prepare to
create a new Plat Book for 2021! These books make
great presents and collectibles. Stop by to pick up
your copy today!

ELECTION LEGAL NOTICE
The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will cause an election of
Supervisors of the Preble Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to be
held in accordance with Chapter 940 of the Ohio Revised Code. Individuals
who own or occupy land within the Preble Soil and Water Conservation
District and are of 18 years of age or older may vote for supervisor.
There are three ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot:
1. At the SWCD office from August 21 until September 3 during normal
business hours.
2. At the SWCD Annual Meeting, which will take place at 3647 St. Rt. 503
South, West Alexandria, OH 45381 on September 3 from 5:30 pm. to 6:30
p.m.
3. Voting absentee from July 22 until September 3, by requesting the ballot
application and election ballot from the SWCD office at the following address,
1651 N. Barron St., Eaton, OH 45320, by calling 937-456-5159, or email
katesills@prebleswcd.org. Absentee ballots must be received by the SWCD
office by September 3, 2020 at 12:00 p.m.

Preble Soil & Water Conservation District
1651 N. Barron Street
Eaton, OH 45320-1021

To be removed from our mailing list or add
someone new, call (937) 456-5159
or email katesills@prebleswcd.org.

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit #342
Eaton, OH 45320

Return Service Requested

Dates to Remember:
August 20 - Board Meeting 7 a.m.
September 3 - Annual Meeting 5:30 p.m.
September 7 - Labor Day (Office Closed)
September 16 - Board Meeting 7 a.m.
October 7 - Fish Sale Pick-Up
October 21 - Board Meeting 7 a.m.

All programs and services of the Preble SWCD are offered on a nondiscrimination basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, or handicap.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender

ANNOUNCEMENT
That’s right, our office is
moving! After 30 years of
Hey, y’all…
serving our customers on
We’re
North Barron Street in
mooo-ving!
Eaton, OH, we are excited
to announce that the
Preble SWCD, NRCS, and
FSA offices will be moving
later this year to our new
office building, located at
2789 US RT 35, West
Alexandria, OH, 45381. We do not have an official moving date available
at this time, so please check back periodically for more information. We
cannot wait to welcome you to our new space in the coming months!

Annual Fish Sale
Our Annual Fish Sale is here! You’ll find our fish fingerling order form
on the inside of this newsletter. Orders are due Friday, September 18th.
As we are in the process of moving office locations, orders must be
MAILED to 1651 N. Barron St., Eaton with a check made out to: Preble
SWCD. Fish pick-up will be October 7th. Information about pick-up will
be sent on a postcard prior to pick-up, so keep an eye on the mail! For
questions, call us at 937-456-5159.

Preble SWCD Scholarship
Winner: Chyann Kendel
The District would like to congratulate our Preble SWCD
$1,000 College Scholarhip winner, Chyann Kendel!
Chyann graduated from Twin Valley South in 2018. She
was deeply involved in 4-H and FFA throughout her school
years, and continues to do so. She exhibited small animals
for 11 years at the Preble County Fair, served on the Junior
Fair Board, and participated in the 4-H CARTEENS safe
driving program. This past year, she was able to serve as an
Ohio FFA State Vice President at Large.
Chyann is attending Wilmington College, where she is
majoring in Agricultural Education with a concentration in
Animal Science. In the future, she plans to be an
agricultural educator and an FFA
Advisor. On campus, Chyann is
involved in many activities and
groups, such as the honors
program, Sigma Alpha sorority,
Aggies and Collegiate 4-H, Ag
Ed Society, Collegiate Farm
Bureau, and Delta Tau Alpha
Agricultural Honor Society. She
is currently serving as an Ohio
Teach Ag Ambassador.
Congratulations on the award,
Chyann! We wish you all of the
best in your future endeavors.

