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CONSERVATION  COMMENTS  

As we embark on our yearly tree marketing campaign, your newsletter editors do realize that some of the 
terms used in describing the plant world can be unclear at best and confusing at worst.  The following is our 
humble attempt to put in layman’s terms some of the words you may come across while looking up 
descriptions of our plant sale offerings.  

Bare root:  A plant that is removed from the soil in a dormant state and is offered for sale with its roots 
exposed, rather than planted in a container with soil.  Bare root plants should be kept cool and the roots 
should be kept moist while they are exposed.  They can be planted in late winter or early spring as soon as 
the ground is thawed.  As the weather warms up, the bare-root seedling will break dormancy at the 
appropriate time and can quickly acclimate to new soil conditions. 

Crown:  The part of a root system from which a stem arises, usually located at or around the soil level and 
can be vaguely or clearly apparent.  The root crown area usually appears swollen, tapered, constricted or very 
thin, or may be a combination of these.  It is the point where the energy and nutrients from the roots are 
transferred to the stems. The asparagus crowns we sell include everything from the crown down to the roots.  

Dioecious:  Having the male and female reproductive organs on separate plants.  Whereas many plant species 
have male and female reproductive organs in the same flower on the same plant or in separate structures on 
the same plant, dioecious species have separate boy trees and girl trees.  In Latin, dioecious means “two 
houses”.  Some better-known examples of dioecious trees would be Osage Orange (or Hedge trees),  
Mulberry, Persimmon, Sassafras (usually), Ginkgo, Ash (usually), and Cottonwood.  Knowing that a species 
is dioecious would explain why some individual plants of that species will never bear fruit, simply because 
some of the trees are boys and some of them are girls.  When growing dioecious plants, remember to plant 
several of the same species to ensure pollination. 

Fruit:  The seed-bearing structure in flowering plants.  When we think of a fruit, typically an edible grocery-
store commodity comes to mind, but fruits come in many forms besides your standard apples and oranges.  
Think of samaras, or helicopters, on ash and maples trees, not to mention cones, acorns, drupes, berries, and 
nuts.  Yep, all fruits of one sort or another.  Think about it, all of these fruits bear a seed or seeds which 
could germinate to grow a new plant. 

Shrub:  A woody plant that is smaller than a tree, usually having several main stems rather than a single trunk; 
typically less than 25 feet tall.  Through pruning, some shrubs can be trained to take on a more of a tree-like 
shape. 

Tree:  A woody plant having one erect perennial stem (trunk) at least 3 inches in diameter at a point 4 1/2 
feet above the ground, a definitely formed crown of foliage, and a mature height of at least 13 feet.   

Sucker:  A secondary shoot produced from the base or roots of a woody plant.  Many shrubs spread to form 
a thicket by way of suckers.  

Now that you have a better understanding of the terminology, feel confident in your decision to branch out 
and plant new species in your field or garden this year! 

Tree Terminology 
By: BJ Price, Preble SWCD 

Bare root plant Fruit known as samaras Suckers on  a bush 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Root
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BJ’s Philosophy Box 
 

What grandma might have said: 

     Keep smiling and do your work cheerfully. 

Septic System Workshop 
Are you curious about the construction of septic systems? Would you like to know more about the proper planning and maintenance 
of a septic system? You’ve come to the right place! You’re invited to attend: 

Septic System Workshop 

April 7th, 2020 

Grace Lutheran Church, 111 Lutheran Dr., Eaton, OH 45320 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

This event, hosted by the Preble SWCD and sponsored by the Preble County Farm Bureau, will feature topics such as soil evaluation 
and soil depth, permits for discharging systems, innovative treatment systems for challenging sites, and treatment vs. disposal of 
wastewater. We will also welcome our guest speaker, Dr. Karen Mancl, a Professor of Food, Agriculture and Biological Engineering 
and Water Quality Specialist at The Ohio State University. She is nationally known for her expertise in onsite wastewater treatment 
having conducted research and taught the subject for 40 years. To RSVP for this event or for more information, please contact the 
Preble SWCD office at 937-456-5159 or email Kate at katesills@prebleswcd.org.  

Where Did the Fish Sale Go? 
The more things change, the more they seem the same.  
After two years of holding our annual Fish Sale in the 
spring, we are moving it back to the fall.  If you are 
reading this, most likely you are on our mailing list and 
you will find a Fish Order Form neatly tucked inside your 
August Newsletter.  Fish orders will be taken in August 
and September and fish delivery will once again be in 
early October. 

Annual Tree and Plant Sale 
Our annual Tree and Plant Sale is back this spring with new selections of 
hardwoods, shrubs, and perennials! All items for sale are native to Ohio. 
All plants come in as bare-rooted seedlings, one to two years old. An 
average order will fit in a brown paper grocery bag, excluding the 
perennials. To order, please refer to the green order form that was placed 
within the newsletter. If you did not receive an order form in your 
newsletter, you are able to pick one up at the Preble SWCD office at 
1651 North Barron Street, Eaton, OH or download the printable version 
at www.prebleswcd.org. Feel free to call our office with any questions! 

Conservation Day Camp is Coming! 
Conservation Day Camp is scheduled and ready for planning! We will, once again, host a week long day camp at the Preble County 
Historical Farm from June 22nd through June 26th. Registration information will be released in April, so keep an eye out! In the 
meantime, we are in need of camp counselors for our 5th annual day camp. We are looking for outgoing, energetic, and fun high school 
students who would like the chance to earn community service hours, valuable experience in leadership and teaching, or are in need of 
recommendations for colleges or job applications! 9th through 11th grade students who are willing to participate will be entered in a $50 
gift card drawing. 12th grade through college students who are willing to volunteer their time will be entered into a drawing for a $100 
scholarship to the college they are, or will be, attending. Students willing to become camp counselors must fill out an application and 
submit it to the Preble SWCD office by April 24th at 3:30 p.m.  Those selected as a camp counselor must attend the Camp Counselor 
Training Meeting and must have full attendance at camp in order to enter into the drawings. For the camp counselor application or 
more information, please call Kate at 937-456-5159 or email katesills@prebleswcd.org.   

Well Water Testing Event 
Is your well more than 40 years old? Is it less than 50 feet deep? Has it been more 
than a year since it was tested? Does an infant, a pregnant woman, or anyone 
elderly drink the water? If you’ve answered YES to any of these questions, it is 
time to have your well tested! Come join us for a free Well Water Testing Event.  

When: Tuesday, March 10 from 6 p.m. to 8p.m. 

Where: Collinsville Community Center 

            5113 Huston Rd, Collinsville, OH 45004 

Please bring in a sample to receive a free nitrate test at the event. The first 40 
attendees will receive the supplies and training needed to collect a sample to be 
tested for bacteria. For questions about the event and how to collect a good 
sample, please feel free to call the Preble SWCD office at 937-456-5159 or the 
Butler SWCD office at 513-887-3720. No RSVP is needed for this event. This 
event is provided by the Butler and Preble Soil & Water Conservation Districts, 
Miami University-Institute for the Environment and Sustainability, and Miami 
Conservancy District. 

Plat Books 
For Sale 

Preble County Plat 
Books are for sale in 
our office for $25, cash 
or check! Stop in and 
get one today.  

Plat Books are also sold 
at the Office of Land 
Use Management in the 
P r e b l e  C o u n t y 
Courthouse. 
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Dates to Remember: 

March 18 - Board Meeting 7:00 a.m. 

March 20 - Tree Sale Orders Due 

April 6 - Board Meeting 7:00 a.m. 

April 7 - Tree Pick Up 

April 7- Septic System Workshop 

April 10 - Scholarship Applications Due  

 

$1,000 College Scholarship Available 
The Preble SWCD is once again offering a $1,000 college scholarship to a resident of Preble County entering his or her sophomore 
year or above at an accredited college. Students pursuing an associate or bachelor’s degree in the field of agriculture or natural resources 
are eligible. 

Candidates must be registered to attend classes during the fall of 2020. A current, official transcript must accompany the application. 
The scholarship is based on grade point average, field of study, community involvement, and the applicant’s future goals. Two letters of 
recommendation are also required to be eligible for this scholarship. 

The scholarship application and supporting material must be submitted to the SWCD office by 3:30 p.m. Friday, April 10th. The full 
criteria and application can be found at www.prebleswcd.org or by visiting the office. For more information, please call (937) 456-5159. 

Private Pesticide and Fertilizer Applicator  

Recertification Course & Dicamba Certification 
Our Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification and Dicamba Certification courses were held 
on January 28th at the Eaton First Church of God. Over 35 cooperators were in 
attendance for the Dicamba Certification, a Monsanto-provided training course. Those 
who attended should receive their 2020 certificate via email within a few days, and those 
who preferred a mailed certificate should receive theirs within a couple of weeks. 
Dicamba Certifications are valid for one growing season, meaning certification in 2020 is 
only valid within the year of 2020. Thank you to Bill Bowers at Bayer for coordinating 
this training in Preble County. Over 75 cooperators attended our Pesticide and Fertilizer 
Recertification course. A special thank you to all of our guest speakers, including Bill 
Bowers, Steve Dlugosz, Martin Joyce, Sam Williams, and Rex Brubaker. We appreciate 
your time and informative presentations for this event. Thank you to Charlotte Akers of 
Charlotte’s catering for putting together a wonderful meal for all of our cooperators. For 
those who attended the course, any questions or concerns can be directed to our office 
or the Ohio Department of Agriculture - Pesticide and Fertilizer Division at                
614-728-6987.   

2020 Trash Bash: 

HELP NEEDED 
The Preble Solid Waste District needs 
YOUR help to clean up our community! 
This event, also known as Preble County 
Roadside Clean-Up Days, will take place 
on April 4-5. The district is looking for 
numerous groups, up to 6 persons per 
group, to “pound the pavement” at their 
assigned 2-mile locations, picking up bags 
of trash and recyclables. This is a unique 
opportunity to earn service hours and to 
make our county shine brighter! For more 
detailed information and registration, 
please call Beth at 937-456-6880 or email at 
beth.wright@prebswmd.org. 


