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CONSERVATION  COMMENTS  

As your author was packing up and putting away supplies right after last year’s tree sale, he came across some extra tags 

for the tree species we sell.  Some of the tags I stashed away for use in a future sale, while other labels made their way to 

File 13, also known as the trash can.  While I hate the thought of throwing things away, (ask my wife), I realize that some 

of these tags will never have a good reason to be used again.  A few of the tags bound for the landfill represented species 

that were marginal for this area, and several more tags were for species that have succumbed to disease in recent years.         

English Ivy was one of the first labels to hit the trash.  While it does have some redeeming features such as the fact that it 

thrives almost anywhere and you can’t hardly kill it, some of its less-than-ideal features are that it thrives almost anywhere 

and you can’t hardly kill it.  In other words, it is invasive.  Kept under control in a garden or near the house, it would be 

acceptable, but in a woods, it can literally take over a small tree and starve it for sunlight, not to mention the fact that it 

smothers other vegetation on the ground level. 

White Ash disappeared from our tree sale close to two decades ago, thanks to the Emerald Ash Borer.  A few survivor 

trees do still exist, as well as some smaller Ash trees and some new seedlings, but the majority of our Ash population has 

been decimated, and planting small trees would be an exercise in futility.  Some folks are still holding on to hope for the 

Ash species, anticipating a comeback once the Ash Borer has done its dirty work.  However, one should keep in mind 

other species such as Elm and Chestnut that have succumbed to disease in the past century, knowing that neither one of 

them has seen a revival to bring them anywhere close to their former glory.  

Long ago and far away, our District sold Silver Maple.  There might be a good place to plant Silver Maple, but I don’t 

know where it would be.  If you are trying to picture one of these, think of the maple trees that break apart and go to 

pieces in ice storms.  That’s probably Silver Maple.  Also, it has a bad habit of wanting to fork out with several co-

dominant leaders, or main trunks.  Then, when push comes to shove, these trunks will split apart and you have a maple 

mess on your hands.  Some of the remaining tree trunk may die and hollow out, leaving you with an even weaker tree.  

Silver Maple might be considered one of the ‘rock stars’ of the tree world, in the fact that it will live fast and die young.  

You get some of the fastest growth of any hardwood, but the tradeoff is a tree with a weak structure.  Yet another useless 

feature of these trees is the fact that their roots tend to clog up sewer and drainage pipes. 

For many years, Colorado Blue Spruce was the go-to evergreen.  With its even, symmetrical habit and attractive bluish 

needles, it made for a nice specimen tree in yards or the perfect addition to any windbreak.  Then along comes a fungus 

known as Rhizosphaera (say: rize-oh-SPHERE-uh) needle cast.  In the words of North Dakota State University, classic 

symptoms of needle cast include brownish purple discoloration and eventual death of older needles, while current-year 

needles show no symptoms.  Lower branches tend to be affected first, with the fungus moving up the trunk until the 

entire tree is affected.  Trees infected with this fungus take on a ragged appearance and just generally look pathetic.    

Rounding out the list of species never to be sold here again is Austrian pine.  It has a rougher, coarser appearance than 

some other evergreens, but it is very adaptable and will tolerate heavy clay soils that other species will not.  It was often 

included in windbreak plantings.  According to the Ohio Division of Forestry, it succumbs to Diplodia tip blight, where 

the affected branch tips die and the disease progresses to surrounding branches each year, creating dead sectors with 

persistent brown needles. This disease will slowly kill the tree over several years. 

So, what’s the good news in all of this?  The reality is, there are hundreds of other tree species that will grow and thrive 

here in our part of the world.  Will other pests or diseases come around that will wipe out another species?  More than 

likely.  Look at it this way:  Did you set your alarm to wake up this morning?  If so, then you expected to wake up and 

live for another day.  Plant some trees.  Some of them will stand a good chance of making it to maturity. 

The Preble Soil and Water Conservation is always available to answer your tree-related questions, in addition to drainage, 

erosion, and pond questions you may have.  Some questions can be answered over the phone, and other times a site visit 

may be needed to see firsthand what is going on and make some recommendations on what can be done.  You can reach 

the Preble Soil and Water Conservation District by phone at (937) 456-5159, or visit our website at www.prebleswcd.org. 
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BJ’s Philosophy Box 
 

Not much comes easy in this world… If it does, 
it's best to be suspicious of it. It's probably not 
worth much. - Homer Hickam  

Conservation Day Camp is Coming! 
 

Conservation Day Camp is scheduled and ready for planning! We will host a day camp for three days at the Preble County Historical 
Farm from June 22nd through June 24th. Registration information will be released in April, so keep an eye out! In the meantime, we are 
in need of camp counselors for our sixth annual day camp. We are looking for outgoing, energetic, and fun high school students who 
would like the chance to earn community service hours, valuable experience in leadership and teaching, or are in need of 
recommendations for colleges or job applications! 9th through 11th grade students who are willing to participate will be entered in a $25 
gift card drawing. 12th grade through college students who are willing to volunteer their time will be entered into a drawing for a $100 
scholarship to the college they are, or will be, attending. Students willing to become camp counselors must fill out an application and 
submit it to the Preble SWCD office by April 23rd at 3:30 p.m.  Those selected as a camp counselor must attend the Camp Counselor 
Training Meeting and must have full attendance at camp in order to enter into the drawings. For the camp counselor application or more 
information, please call Kate at 937-456-5159 or email katesills@prebleswcd.org.   

Annual Tree and Plant Sale 
Our annual Tree and Plant Sale is back this spring with new selections of hardwoods, shrubs, and perennials! Many of the items for sale 
are native to Ohio. All trees come in as bare-root seedlings, one to two years old. An average order will fit in a brown paper grocery bag, 
excluding the perennials. To order, please refer to the green order form inside your newsletter. If you did not receive an order form in 
your newsletter, you are able to pick one up at the Preble SWCD office at 2789 US Rt. 35 E., West Alexandria or download the printable 
version at www.prebleswcd.org. If paying by mail, a check must accompany the completed order form, or you may use cash or check if 
you are in the office. All orders are due on March 5th, so please don’t forget to order from this great sale! Our Tree Sale P ick-Up will be 
on Wednesday, April 7th from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.. A reminder postcard will be sent 2 weeks prior to the pick-up date. Feel free to call 
our office with any questions! 

2021 Preble County Plat Book 
 

The 2021 Preble County Plat Book is here! This 
is one edition you don’t want to miss. Within 
these pages, you’ll find up-to-date land 
ownership maps, with side-by-side aerial views. 
You’ll also find historical maps from 1912 of 
each township in Preble County! A book full of 
rich Preble County history that will become a 
historical collectable itself. Copies of this plat 
book are available for $25, cash or check, at our 
office, located at 2789 US Rt. 35 E, West 
Alexandria, OH. You can also pick one up at 
the Land Use Management Office in the Preble 
County Courthouse! For more information, 
please call the office at (937) 456-5159.  

Conservation Contractor List 
 

Need a contractor for your next spring project? 
Want to build a pond this summer? Need 
information about septic systems? You’re in luck! 
Visit our website at www.prebleswcd.org to access 
our Conservation Contract List under the “Farmer 
Resources” tab. It provides up-to-date contact 
information for local companies and contractors 
that may be able to help you with all of 
construction and environmental needs!  

2021 & 2022 CRP Grassed Waterway Re-Enrollment 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Preble Soil & Water Conservation District are preparing for site visits to 
grassed waterways that could be re-enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). If your CRP grassed waterway is nearing its 
10 or 20 year anniversary, you may be eligible! Cooperators with CRP contracts expiring in 2021 should have received a letter about re-
enrolling their grassed waterway in the program. If you wish to continue in the program, please call the Preble SWCD office at (937) 
456-5159 or NRCS at (937)456-4211 ext. 3 to confirm your interest. For contracts that will expire in 2022, please be prepared for our 
District or NRCS staff to visit and review your grassed waterway. Here are some proactive tips to ensure the eligibility for re-
enrollment:  

• Fix any tile holes that may be present in or near the waterway 

• Remember to mow the grass to maintain the grass stand and control weeds 

• Clear out any brush growing in the waterway and in rock inlets/outlets 

• Take a look for silt that may have been washed into the waterway 

For questions about CRP re-enrollment, please contact one the offices listed above or stop by the District office, located at 2789 US 
Rt. 35 E., West Alexandria. We are located next door to Long’s Truck and Trailer on the North side of the road.  
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Dates to Remember: 

March 5 - Tree Sale Orders Due 

March 17- Board Meeting 7:00 a.m. 

April 6 - Board Meeting 7:00 a.m. 

April 2 - Scholarship Applications Due 

April 7 - Tree Pick Up 

April 15 - Camp Counselor Applications Due 

 

$1,000 College Scholarship Available 
The Preble SWCD is once again offering a $1,000 college scholarship to a resident of Preble County entering his or her sophomore 
year or above at an accredited college. Students pursuing an associate or bachelor’s degree in the field of agriculture or natural resources 
are eligible. 

Candidates must be registered to attend classes during the fall of 2021. A current, official transcript must accompany the application. 
The scholarship is based on grade point average, field of study, community involvement, and the applicant’s future goals. Two letters of 
recommendation are also required to be eligible for this scholarship. 

The scholarship application and supporting material must be submitted to the SWCD office by 3:30 p.m. Friday, April 2nd. The full 
criteria and application can be found at www.prebleswcd.org or by visiting the office. For more information, please call (937) 456-5159. 

Private Pesticide and Fertilizer Applicator  

Recertification Course & Dicamba Certification 
Our Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification and Dicamba Certification courses were 

held on January 26th at the Eaton First Church of God. Over 30 cooperators were in 

attendance for the Dicamba Certification, a Monsanto-provided training course. 

Those who attended should receive their 2021 certificate via email within a few days, 

and those who preferred a mailed certificate should receive theirs within a couple of 
weeks. Dicamba Certifications are valid for one growing season, meaning certification 

in 2021 is only valid within the year of 2021. Thank you to Bill Bowers and Roy 

Ulrich at Bayer for coordinating the Dicamba training in Preble County. 70 

cooperators attended our Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification course. A special 

thank you to all of our guest speakers, including Bill Bowers, BJ Price, Dalton Helton, 

Matt Hileman, Drake Copeland, Jeff Howard, and Rex Brubaker. We appreciate your 
time and informative presentations for this event. Thank you to Charlotte Akers of 

Charlotte’s catering for putting together a wonderful meal for all of our cooperators. 

For those who attended the course, any questions or concerns can be directed to our 

office or the Ohio Department of Agriculture - Pesticide and Fertilizer Division at  

614-728-6987.   

Well Water Testing  

Information 
Over the past few years, our office has joined 

with Butler SWCD, Butler County Stream 

Team, and Miami Conservancy District  to host 

a Free Well Water Testing event in Butler 

County for Preble and Butler County residents. 
Our offices are working hard to provide this 

event for 2021 as safely and effectively as 

possible. Information will be released as soon 

as details are finalized. Please feel free to call 

our office or Butler SWCD at (513) 887-3720 

with any questions or concerns. Need a bacteria 
test of your private well for home inspections? 

Please contact the Eaton Wastewater Treatment 

facility, located 901 S. Barron St., Eaton, OH 

45320, at (937) 456-7157, ext. 12.    


