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CONSERVATION  COMMENTS  
Tough Times Call for Tough People 

By: Kate Sills 

To say that times have been hard lately is an understatement. 2020 has really shown us that change can 
happen when we least expect it thanks to COVID-19. Our routines are out of whack, our jobs have shifted 
focus, and our social interactions are limited and guided by social distancing practices. Not to mention that 
our kids are unable to attend in-person school, which means they are eating us out of our homes, watching 
Frozen II so many times that they can act out the entire movie, and asking questions about everything that 
passes through their brain while doing online homework, causing frequent headaches and a sudden surge in 
your Google search box. Okay, so maybe this is just what my kids have been doing, but you get the picture! 

 

However, change can be positive and beautiful in the face of adversity. Last week, Mother Nature gave us a 
taste of summer weather for just a few days. One afternoon, I loaded all five of our kids in a wagon with a 
grocery bag of snacks and water and set out on a long walk through town. We talked about the different 
buildings and their purpose in the community, went on a scavenger hunt for upper and lower case letters, 
learned what safety devices and methods are used when crossing streets and alleyways, visited a pond with 
numerous ducks and discovered a nest with several eggs, and identified which trees were conifers and 
hardwoods. The walk lasted two hours, and not once did I hear any of them say the dreaded phrase, “I’m 
bored.” I realized that, even though our kids are not getting the proper class-time that they deserve, this is an 
opportunity to incorporate alternative, fun learning styles while enforcing all of the lessons our wonderful 
teachers are working so hard to put together.  

 

In short, I believe that we have two options in this troubling time. We can choose to focus on all of the 
issues this pandemic has caused and let the constant anxiety and fear of what will happen next consume us, 
or we can choose to revel in all of the good that is still available in our world, even though it may not look 
exactly like it did before COVID-19. Take up that hobby you’re always putting off in your list of priorities, 
go for a hike in the woods and see what is blooming this spring, call the relatives you don’t see often or have 
had to stop seeing during this time, send cards to the nursing homes for the residents who aren’t able to be 
with their loved ones right now to let them know you’re thinking about them, or simply rest if your life is   
on-the-go at all times. I hope you choose to make the positive, happy changes during this time, so that when 
life re-opens and times aren’t so hard, you’ll be able to look back and know that you can make the best out of 
any situation. 

Canceled Events for 2020 
Typically this time of year, the District is bustling 
with activities, education programs, and workshops. 
Unfortunately, this year we had to put a halt on our 
favorite events, such as our Area IV Envirothon for 
high school students, Preble County Earth Day for 
6th grade students, and our Homeowner’s Septic 
System Workshop. While spring 2020 has not been 
a favorable time for events, we are not giving up! 
Our office is working to reschedule the events we 
are able to postpone until a later date. We are also 
finding solutions for event attendance if the large 
gathering ban is to continue this year. Be on the 
lookout for new dates and more information on our 
website, www.prebleswcd.org, and Facebook page! 
For questions, please call our office at 937-456-
5159. 

Pond Clinic: Save the Date 
We’ve finally made it spring, which means we’re 
now dreaming about summer time! Our annual 
Pond Clinic, co-hosted with Montgomery SWCD,  
is one of our favorite events. Here are the details: 
 
Preble and Montgomery SWCD Annual Pond Clinic 

Golden Gate Park 
545 Upper Lewisburg Salem Rd, Brookville, OH 

August 4th (Rain Date: August 11th) 
 
Keep an eye out for the August Newsletter for all of 
the official details! There is no sign-up at this time, 
as we await further instruction from Governor 
DeWine regarding large gatherings.  
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Get Outdoors! Conservation Activities at Home 
We may be ordered to stay at home during this crazy time, but that doesn’t mean we can’t make the most of it! The Preble SWCD  has 
a lot of adaptable activities that you can introduce at home and allows you to be outside. Take a look at some of these example 
activities… 

1. Stream monitoring and cleanup: While we are not able to gather in large groups, we are still able to do community service! Take 
a trip to one of your favorite streams or creeks to collect any trash that may be floating along and talk about how pollution harms 
our waters. If you have a spare net, take a walk along the stream or creek to take a look at what macroinvertebrates are in your 
water. You can adapt this activity by making it a scavenger hunt! Be sure to apply safety measures, such as wearing gloves when 
collecting trash and carefully assessing the water before entering the stream. The force behind water flow can be deceiving! 

2. Create a bug hotel: I know… this activity doesn’t sound like something you’d like around the house. But, bug boxes can be very 
beneficial to gardens if made properly! Collect an old plastic bottle, a small drawer, or old wooden pallets (depending on how big 
you’d like your bug hotel to be) and fill it with natural and recycled materials to attract all of the beneficial bugs. Insects prefer 
different home settings, so be sure to section off your box and research what you’d like to attract in your hotel. Bug hotels control 
unwanted pests, attract pollinators, helps to alleviate the loss of natural habitats, creates biodiversity, and can diminish the need for 
chemical pesticides! This simple project will keep the family busy for weeks, monitoring the hotel and switching up the housing if 
needed. Make sure you place it next to the garden area and not next to the house! 

3. Search, Find, and Identify in the Worm Bin: This fun, and slightly messy game is fun for the younger crowd who may not 
understand the wonder of earthworms. Don’t worry, you won’t be putting real worms in this bin! Take a cardboard box, line with 
plastic like a trash bag, and place shredded newspaper in it. Cut out pictures of different foods that would be good for earthworms 
and foods that would hurt the worms, and shuffle them into the shredded newspaper. For extra fun, add gummy worms for a 
surprise while they look for the food pieces! Have them separate out the foods into groups of what worms eat and don’t eat. Talk 
about why worm compost bins are helpful, and what worms do for our soil and plant growth! 

You can adapt these activities to better fit your family, creating a good lesson for all ages. They’re low to no cost activit ies that your 
family can take with them throughout the years! For more information about our activities or programs, please call us at the office or 
email Kate at katesills@prebleswcd.org. 

Conservation Day Camp 2020 
It may be a world of confusion right now, but we have not stopped planning for Conservation Day Camp 2020! While schools have 
been closed and large gatherings and events have been canceled, we are holding out hope that things will be better this summer. 
Conservation Day Camp is usually held every June for students who reside in Preble County and have completed second grade through 
fifth grade to learn about natural resource and wildlife conservation. Each day is filled with fun, hands-on activities that students can 
take home and share with their friends and family! While camp will look completely different this year, we are still committed to 
providing quality education with outdoor fun and exploration. Plans for our day camp are not finalized, as there is too much uncertainty 
surrounding the future of summer break. However, we would love to know who would be interested in attending our camp when we 
have official details!  

If you would like to be notified when camp plans are finalized, please contact us at the District office with your name, address (must be 
a Preble County resident), phone number, email, and how many kids would like to attend. As of right now, no dates, times, location, or 
price are confirmed. When details are available, it may be a short notice to ensure that our plans do not change once they are set. We 
are sorry for the inconvenience this may cause, but we would like to provide something for our students, while staying safe, during this 
trying time. We hope to see many students interested in being part of our 5th Annual Conservation Day Camp! 

Successful Tree Sale 
The Annual Tree Seedling Sale is a great reminder that spring is here and 
warmer weather is coming! This year, we were able to fulfill 89 orders of tree 
seedlings, bareroot fruits and vegetables, and perennials. The pick-up day was 
beautiful with sunny and clear skies, and a warm 70 degrees. Due to special 
circumstances and the temporary office policy, we directed customers to 
drive up and stay in their car as District employees brough orders to them. It 
worked out perfect and gave new ideas for next year! 

Our newsletter is a great resource to find all of the sales and education events 
for the District. We don’t want anyone to miss out! If you know of anyone 
who would be interested in participating, please have them call us at 937-456-
5159 to sign up or log on to www.prebleswcd.org to fill out and submit the 
Newsletter Sign-Up. We have an email or mailing option for our newsletter, 
so that it is more accessible to you!   

BJ’s Philosophy Box 
What grandma might have said: 

“Worrying is like a rocking-chair. 

It gives you something to do,  

but gets you nowhere.” 

-Wayne Bennett 

As a farmer, I hear lots of jokes about sheep… 
 

I’d tell them to my dog, but he’d herd them all. 
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Preble County Plat Book 
Our 2018 Preble County Plat Book is celebrating its 
last year as the most current plat book available. In 
2021, we will be featuring a new plat book with a 
brand new design! So don’t miss out on buying your 
2018 version, as these plat books make great 
collectables for years to come. They are $25 at the 
District office at 1651 North Barron Street, Eaton, 
OH or at the Land Use Management Office at the 
Preble County Courthouse.  

Seeking Supervisor Candidates for 2020 Board Supervisor Election 
The Preble Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is seeking individuals devoted to the conservation of natural resources in 
Preble County.  Established in 1949, the District serves landowners and county residents by providing education and assistance with 
natural resource concerns, whether it is for agricultural production, forestry, or recreational purposes.  

The Preble SWCD is governed by a five-member board of county residents who serve staggered 3-year terms.   Each Fall, an election is 
held to select either one or two supervisors to serve for the next three years.  Board members attend one regular meeting per month in 
addition to serving on various committees to direct the District and address local priorities. 

Any resident 18 years of age or older who resides within Preble County can seek election to the SWCD Board of Supervisors. Names 
can be placed on the ballot in one of two ways. Candidates can be nominated by the SWCD nominating committee. This committee 
works throughout the year looking for candidates who are interested in the conservation and protection of natural resources within the 
county. Interested individuals may contact our office to obtain a copy of the nomination petition form. Potential candidates need to 
secure at least 10 signatures from residents and/or landowners from the county and submit the petition to the District. 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts, located in all 88 Ohio counties, are political subdivisions of the state government.  The District is 
funded by the Preble County Commissioners, and county funds are supplemented by funding from the Ohio Department of Agriculture.  
For more details about serving as a Preble SWCD Supervisor, contact the Preble SWCD at (937) 456-5159. 

Fish Sale in October 
Make sure to keep an eye out… our Fall Fish Sale 
order form will be in our August newsletter! We 
have decided to move our Fish Fingerling Sale to 
October, as it is a great time for restocking. Orders 
will be taken beginning in August and will be due in 
late September. Fish pick up will be October 7th. 
We have added new sizes to our order, so you 
don’t want to miss this sale! 


