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CONSERVATION  COMMENTS  

It’s that time of year again…. Summer camp time! We are hosting our 6th annual Conservation Day Camp, with a 
full line-up of amazing presenters, volunteers, and camp counselors to make this camp the best one yet. Here are 
the details: 

Preble County Conservation Day Camp 

Tuesday, June 22nd through Thursday, June 24th 

9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Preble County Historical Society 

7693 Swartsel Rd., Eaton, OH 45320 

We would like to invite all students who have completed 2nd through 5th grade in Preble County to join us as we 
learn about agriculture, the environment, and how to practice natural resources conservation! Activities include: 
archery, homesteading, outdoor ethics, wood crafts, manufacturing, recycling, wildlife, nature hikes, and team 
building. Conservation Day Camp serves a picnic style lunch on a frisbee as a way to reduce waste, and campers 
get to take it home at the end of the week! Campers will also receive a camp t-shirt and take-home crafts made at 
camp. Let’s not forget about all of the camp songs that will be sung, all of the ice breaker games that will be 
played, and all of the memories that will be made with new and old friends. 

We can guarantee your child will have a great time at day camp. It’s the perfect opportunity to enjoy outdoor 
recreation, while becoming stewards of the land! Registration for Conservation Day Camp is open now, and a 
form can be found in this newsletter. Please allow one registration form per child, as it contains medical release 
information. Registration forms and payment to Preble SWCD are due May 21st. Space is limited, so please 
do not hesitate to sign up. For more information, please feel free to contact us at (937) 456-5159, email Kate at 
katesills@prebleswcd.org, or stop into our new office location at 2789 US Rt. 35 E, West Alexandria (located next 
door to Long’s Truck and Trailer). A special thank you to Cargill Inc., Ohio EPA, Pratt Industries, Preble County 
Historical Society, all of our presenters from various organizations, and all of our volunteers for sponsoring and 
supporting this event! We look forward to seeing everyone there! 

Sign-Up for Conservation Day Camp 2021 

2021 Pond Clinic in Montgomery County 
Our 2021 Pond Clinic, co-hosted with Montgomery SWCD, will be hosted in-person! Please save this 
information in your calendar: 

Preble & Montgomery SWCD Pond Clinic 

Thursday, June 3, 2021 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Brookville Golden Gate Park, Shelter #3 

545 Upper Lewisburg Salem Rd., Brookville, OH 45309 

A free picnic style meal will be available, starting at 5:30 p.m. In the event of rain, the clinic will be held inside 
the shelter house. Speakers include: Michael Buchanan, Buchanan’s Wildlife Solutions; Alex Ress, Jones Fish 
Farm; and Stefan Bridenbaugh, Montgomery SWCD. Space is limited, so please RSVP by calling our office at 
(937) 456-5159 or Montgomery SWCD at (937) 854-7645.  



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Kemp Agricultural 
Services, LLC 
Independent Sales Representative 
for Pioneer brand products 

959 Georgetown - Verona Rd.                    
West Manchester, OH 45382 

Chad.Kemp@plantpioneer.com 

(937) 533-0714  Chad 

5512 “B” Rd. 

New Paris, OH 45347 

Office: (937) 437-0187 

Cell: (937) 603-1547 

Cell: (937) 603-1553 

Sara Sorrell 
VP Ag & Commercial Lending/ NMLS #947573 

ssorrell@twinvalleybank.com 

PH (937) 336-5288         FX (937) 336-5771 

251 W. Washington Jackson Rd. 

P.O. Box 630 

Eaton, OH 45320 

NMLS: 441291 



BJ’s Philosophy Box 
 

My interest is in the future because I am going to spend the rest of my life there. - Charles F. Kettering 

Periodical Cicadas  
by: BJ Price 

 Jump in your time machine and travel back to 2004 with me.  The Boston Red Sox won the World Series for the first time since 1918.  
President George W. Bush was elected to his second term of office.  Martha Stewart was convicted of a felony and was sentenced to five months 
in prison.  Ken Jennings won over 2.5 million dollars on Jeopardy!  And Brood X of the Magicicada periodical cicadas emerged by the billions in 
15 states across the Eastern U.S. The magi- in the genus name comes from the Ancient Greek magos meaning “magician,” which alludes to the 
fact that they appear as if by magic. Those of you who lived in this part of the world in the spring and early summer of 2004 will certainly 
remember the sights and sounds of the cicadas that season.  Your author worked at his grandfather’s tool and die shop in New Paris that spring, 
and I can still remember the noise and racket the cicadas made going down the hill on the slant road into New Paris on my way to work.  Even 
17 years ago they were more active in some areas than others. As a child, I attended summer camp one week each year for ten years or close to it.  
Each year we were coached on the dangers of black widow spiders, stinging caterpillars, sunburn, and dehydration.  The many weeks spent at 
summer camp still stand out in my mind, but one particular year I recall quite vividly.  We slept in the woods in what they called hogans.  Picture 
a flat wood deck with steel hoops on it covered by a heavy green tarp.  It essentially looked like a camouflage Quonset hut in the near-wilderness 
of Adams County.  A couple of boys in another hogan were in the business of collecting all the cicada shells they could find, and by the end of 
the week they had a small mountain of shells underneath a cot.  I can still see it like it was yesterday.   

Cicadas are large insects that are known by their unique sound.  Though many refer to them as locusts, they are not related to true 
locusts, which are grasshoppers.  Cicadas are more closely related to leafhoppers and spittlebugs.  Periodical cicadas only occur in North 
America, and they have regional broods that emerge in mass every 13 or 17 years. Cicada eggs that were laid back in 2004 hatched that same year 
and became nymphs (immature forms of the cicada) that then borrowed deep into the soil and began feeding on plant roots.  At the time of this 
writing, the nymphs are busy constructing mud tubes to the ground surface, often with “turrets” or little castles that extend above the ground.  
To some, they resemble so many tiny little bee hives.  In places, they are so thick you can’t take a step without walking on one.  The nymphs will 
emerge in the evening when the soil temperature is approximately 64 degrees Fahrenheit at eight inches deep.  This is usually around Mother’s 
Day in our part of the world.  These nymphs will climb onto nearby trees and shrubs or just about any other vertical surface to complete their 
last molt.  If you want to impress all your friends and neighbors, the fancy word for this last molt is called ecdysis, pronounced ek-duh-sis.  At 
this point, the adult cicada emerges from its exoskeleton, leaving behind an empty shell.  They come out white in color but turn dark after about 
an hour.  The adult periodical cicadas can be identified by their red eyes and they will live for two to four weeks.  The adults may spend several 
days waiting for their exoskeleton to fully harden. After it fully hardens, they take flight and soon begin to mate and reproduce.  As adults, they 
will feed very little, and what feeding they do consists of sucking sap from tender branches.   

Only the male cicadas sing, which they do to attract females.  They do this by vibrating membranes called tymbals which are on the side 
of their abdomen behind their wings.  Multiply this singing by thousands of cicadas and the sound can reach 100 decibels, the same amount of 
noise as you might hear from a chainsaw at three feet away.  The males often synchronize their chorus, creating something of a droning sound.  
This sound is also thought to deter predators. After the males and females mate, the female uses her sharp ovipositor to slit the bark of twigs and 
insert the eggs into the whitewood underneath the bark.  This results in the slits or furrows we see in the bark.  Often, the end of the twig will 
wither and die, a condition known as ‘flagging.’  But fear not, for if a twig dies and falls to the ground, it puts the eggs and the soon-to-hatch 
cicada nymphs that much closer to the soil, where the nymphs will call home for the next 16+ years.  When the branches where the eggs were 
laid do not break off, the nymphs simply drop to the ground to burrow in and wait it out until the cycle starts all over again 17 years later.  

One should keep in mind that cicadas are not out to massacre your trees.  Since the egg-laying occurs on the branch tips, it can amount 

to a natural form of pruning that causes tree canopies to fill out.   We know about all the benefits of earthworm tunnels, and some of you 

probably do some sort of mechanical aeration on your lawn.  Just think how much soil aeration is accomplished by the thousands of cicada 

tunnels going down into the soil.  And they’re doing it all for free. How can the home gardener prepare for cicadas coming to town?  Covering 

trees with netting is often not warranted unless you have fruit trees or specimen trees near established populations of periodical cicadas.  When 

protecting small trees, use nylon netting with an opening of ½” or smaller.  Keep in mind, netting can distort small branches and potentially 

cause more harm than good.  Cicada numbers can be very localized, and if you didn’t see high numbers of them in 2004, or if your home has 

been built since then, you may not see huge numbers of them in your yard.  As for the effects of flagging on large trees, they “may look a little 

wonky this year, but next year they will be fine,” according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Urban Forester Wendi VanBuren.  She 

notes that cicada damage “really has no long-term effects on healthy trees.”  Cicadas depend on trees for their survival, and it wouldn’t make any 

sense for them to kill the trees that could be prime mating and egg-laying sites for their offspring in another 17 years. As a rule, insecticides are 

not effective against cicadas.  Many insecticides will kill beneficial insects and you may wind up doing more harm than good.  And besides, 

cicadas feed by sucking and do not consume insecticides applied to leaves and branches.  Lastly, they are large-bodied insects requiring high 

doses to be lethal.   

In regards to cicadas attacking you, I lean on the words of the always-insightful Joe Boggs.  “Although cicada females have long 
sucking mouthparts, they will not plant their proboscis into the arms of horrified gardeners.  Likewise, they will not use their long, sharp, wicked-
looking ovipositors to ‘sting.’  People aren’t at risk unless they look like an oak tree.” Keep an eye on your cats and dogs.  They may walk outside 
and think a cicada smorgasbord has come to town.  If they gorge themselves on cicadas, it may lead to vomiting or constipation, and who wants 
that for little Socks or Rover? 

In short, the periodical cicadas are on their way, they are going to make a racket, they will reproduce, and seventeen years later it will 

happen all over again. Though we are not bug experts by any stretch of the imagination, the Preble Soil and Water Conservation District is 

available to answer any of your natural resources-related questions.  You can reach the office five days a week at (937) 456-5159.  Thanks to 

Jennifer Andon, Joe Boggs, David Shetlar, and Wendi VanBuren for the information contained in this article. 
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Dates to Remember: 

May 19 - Board Meeting 7:00 a..m. 

May 21 - Conservation Camp Registrations Due 

June 1 - Camp Counselor Meeting 

June 3 - Pond Clinic 

June 16 - Board Meeting 7:00 a.m. 

June 22 - 24 - Conservation Day Camp 

July 5 - Independence Day (OFFICE CLOSED) 

 

A Tree-mendous Tree Sale 
2020 was a great year for tree sales… but, 2021 was even better! The 

District sold over 4,200 tree seedlings and over 200 perennials. Norway 

Spruce and White Pine trees were a huge hit. It was great to see many of 

our returning customers, as well as many new faces, on our tree pick-up 

day. We are excited to see what 2022 brings! 

As a reminder for purchasing tree seedlings: 

• The bare roots are dipped in a preservative gel, Terrasorb, that will 
keep the roots damp until planted. The seedlings should be planted 

within a few days after pick-up. If you are unable to plant your 

seedlings right away, storing them in a cool area, such as a 

refrigerator, is best.  

• Tree seedlings are only 6”-24” tall, depending on the species. 
Planting seedlings in a pot for a year or two, such as a 5-gallon 
bucket, improves the chances of survival. Tree guards or wraps are 

also available at various forestry suppliers.  

• We make every effort to sell  the best quality seedlings out there.  
As we are dealing with a natural product, mother nature doesn’t 

always cooperate in the process and once in a while our seedlings 

are a slightly different size than advertised.   

• We cannot guarantee their survival because of all the conditions the 
seedlings might encounter due to weather, angry dogs, wildlife 

damage, or errant lawnmowers. 

In addition to our tree seedling sales, we were also excited to continue 
our 5th Grade Tree Program, by handing out a Norway Spruce Tree 

Seedling to each 5th grade student in the county. That’s 485 trees! It was 

wonderful to be able to visit the students in-person to talk about the 

importance of trees and how to properly plant a one- to two-year-old 

seedling.  

Preble SWCD Scholarship Winner 
The District offers a $1,000 college scholarship every year 

for a college sophomore or older who is enrolled in a two- 

or four-year agriculture degree program at an accredited 

college or university. Our 2021 scholarship was awarded to 

Arica Hamilton! 

Arica, a  Preble County native, graduated from Eaton High 

School in 2019. She spent 13 years in 4-H raising and 

showing pigs and steers, and served as 4-H Club President, 

Reporter, and Camp Counselor. In addition to 4-H, Arica  

was a member of the Eaton-MVCTC FFA Chapter where 

she served as Chapter Reporter and participated in various 
contests and community activities, attended State and 

National Convention, and attended FFA Leadership Camp. 

She is still a member of FFA and is working toward her 

American FFA degree.  

Arica currently attends The Ohio State University, and will 

be entering her Junior year in the fall of 2021. She is 

working toward a degree in Agriculture Communications 
with a minor in Agri-Business and Applied Economics, and 

Public Policy. She is involved in Cru at the Ohio State 

University, where she attends weekly Bible study and church 

services, and Agricultural Communicators of Tomorrow. 

Congratulations to Arica Hamilton on this accomplishment, 

and we wish you the best in your future endeavors! 

Thank you to all of our wonderful scholarship applicants 

who were considered. We highly encourage you to apply 

again next year!  

 


