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CONSERVATION  COMMENTS  
 

Preble SWCD’s 71st Annual Meeting  
  

 September 3rd, 2020 was a great night for cooperators, customers, and their families to gather together for a 
night of camaraderie and celebration. Over 80 people attended our 71st Annual Meeting in Lanier Township. Our 
gracious hosts, Jerry and Peggy Chabrian, welcomed everyone to their nearly-200-year-old barn, which is located next to 
the Morningstar North Airport and the world headquarters for Women in Aviation. The weather was warm and sunny, 
perfect for an outdoor Board of Supervisor Election. Charlotte Akers, of Charlotte’s Catering in Eaton, OH, provided 
everyone with a delicious free meal that evening.  

 Jerry and Peggy Chabrian welcomed everyone to their property and shared an abundance of rich history 
regarding the barn, the airport, and Women in Aviation. They also discussed how each facility is used today. Our guest 
speaker, Mr. Randall Reeder, gave a great speech about agriculture and the world today in Will Rogers fashion. As a Will 
Rogers impressionist, Randall spoke about our issues today and within the agriculture community through Will Rogers 
mannerisms, jokes, and wise phrases. It was a fun and interactive speech that filled the room with laughter. 

 Awards were given to two individuals who have made a great impact on the conservation community. Dan 
Hays was inducted into the Conservation Hall of Fame for his dedication to farming and long-time use of conservation 
practices. Dan started in no-till farming many years ago and has continued conservation work throughout his farming 
career. In his wise words, “there is a quality of life that goes with agriculture that you can’t put a price on.” Steve 
Vanzant was awarded the Outstanding Cooperator Award. Steve was employed at the District from 1978 until 1981, and, 
soon after, decided to farm full-time. He adopted many conservation practices, and has done quite a bit of the work on 
his own and for other farmers. Both winners received a plaque for their achievements. Chyann Kendel was recognized as 
our 2020 Preble SWCD College Scholarship Award Winner. Chyann is currently a junior at Wilmington College and is 
pursuing a degree in Agriculture Education. We wish you the best of luck in your future endeavors, Chyann! 

 After awards were given, BJ Price began his Preble County Trivia game! Several winners went home with 
special prizes and a better sense of Preble County history. Soon after, over 20 people were able to take home one of our 
cool raffle prizes! In usual years, we end our night with the results of our Board of Supervisors election. This year, we 
were unable to count the votes at the meeting due to changes in the election procedures. This election consisted of four 
candidates vying for two open seats. Congratulations to Kip Denlinger and Mike Broermann on their re-election to the 
Preble SWCD Board of Supervisors. A special thank you to Jamie Beneke and Jim Meeks for running in this election. 

 We would like to extend a thank you to all of those who helped make this meeting possible: Jerry and Peggy 
Chabrian, Charlotte Akers and Charlotte’s Catering staff, Randall Reeder, student volunteers, candidates for the Board of 
Supervisors election, and our Board of Supervisors. A very special thank you to all of our customers and cooperators 
who attended this year’s Annual Meeting. During these difficult times, it is nice to gather with friends and family to bring 
some peace back into our lives. We appreciate all of the work that you do and the support that you show us. We look 
forward to working with you all in the future.    

Attendees of the Preble SWCD 71st Annual Meeting 

Jerry and Peggy Chabrian 
discussing Morningstar 
North Airport history 

Randall Reeder, Will Rogers    
impressionist, twirling a lasso  

Dan Hays and family after his Conservation Hall of Fame induction  
Jim Leedy presenting Steve Vanzant with the              

Outstanding Cooperator Award 
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BJ’s Philosophy Box 
 
   

What grandma might have said: 

 

             What goes around comes around. 

THE MOVE! 
 

 

What, you say, the farm offices are moving? 
We asked ourselves, “What will this be proving?” 
 

30 years at one building went by rather fast, 
Our time at the Eaton Center is a thing of the past. 
 

At first realization, it seemed like a shock, 
No more lunchtime trips to China Wok. 
 

Lease negotiations, dollars and cents, 
Do you think we can put up a privacy fence? 
 

Countertops, cove base, flooring and all, 
Does this paint color look right to put on the wall? 
 

Electrical outlets, data and cable, 
Can we change that signage, if you are able? 
 

Nearing completion, we felt a bit antsy, 
Wow, that bathroom seems awful fancy! 
 

They say that only a wet baby likes change, 
This move gave us a chance to rearrange. 
 

Do we really need this, can we throw that away? 
Wait, wait, wait, we may need that someday! 
 

Our mover was handy, he worked really smart, 
Don’t lug that around, put it on a wheeled cart. 
 

We all worked together, our staff and his crew, 
Moving boxes and files and map cabinets, too. 
 

Figuring out how the thermostat works, 
And windows that open, that’s one of the perks. 
 

How can we get the phone service to function, 
And where’s the contractor to wire up this junction? 
 

The weather’s turned colder and the dew turns to ice, 
Getting the gas hooked up sure will be nice. 
 

Now where did I put that, we each ask ourselves, 
And where do we hang up the deer heads and shelves? 
 

Now we’re located on Route 35, 
Due East of Eaton, it’s just a short drive. 
 

This is the end of my little rhyme, 
Jump in your wheels and come see us sometime.   
    

By: BJ Price            

Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification Course 
Save the date! Our Private Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification Class is coming soon. Cooperators holding a private                                             

pesticide and/or fertilizer license are required to renew their license every three years. This course is a three hour training that                                   
fulfills all core and specialty requirements for license renewal as outlined and approved by the Ohio Department of Agriculture.                                       

Industry specialists will present on various topics pertaining to pesticide and fertilizer application. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

Private Pesticide and Fertilizer Applicator Recertification Course 

Tuesday, January 26th, 2021 

Eaton First Church of God 

601 East Lexington Road, Eaton, OH 45320 

Donuts and lunch will be provided to those who pre-register for this course. Lunch is NOT provided to walk-in participants.  

Registration forms will be available in December. Visit www.prebleswcd.org or call the Preble SWCD office at 937-456-5159.  

Payment for this course is SEPARATE from the payment that must be paid to ODA to receive your renewed license.  

It’s Fall Milkweed Planting, Y’all 
The fall season is upon us! Everyone is decorating their homes with pumpkins and corn 
shocks. Others are stocking up on beautiful mums to plant in their garden. Do you know 
what else this season is for? Milkweed seed planting!  Yes, now is the best time to plant 
milkweed seeds to see sprouts in the spring. You’re probably wondering, “Why would I 
plant these in the cold weather? It’s going to snow soon!” Don’t worry, the cold is necessary 
for these seeds to sprout. Milkweed seeds go through a “cold stratification” process, which 
means that the exposure to the cold temperatures before the warm temperatures will cause 
them to break dormancy and produce seedlings! Planting the seeds in the fall saves on time 
with in-home stratification, which is the process of using refrigerators and freezers to stratify 
the seeds. Here are a few tips on planting these seeds in the fall: 

1. Must have milkweed seed. Oh, you don’t have any? Stop by our office at 2789 US Rt. 
35 E., West Alex to pick up a few (FREE!) packets. 

2. Clear any mulch, rocks, or debris from the planting  area to ensure growth. 

3. Water the area and let it saturate the soil. 

4. Stick your index finger into the soil up to your 
1st knuckle, and plant the seed. 

5. Repeat for as many seeds as you want to plant. 

6. Cover the seeds with the already-moist soil. 

7. WATCH OUT FOR SQUIRRELS! Use a 
netting material or postpone planting until 
ground is almost frozen. 

8. Wait for them to sprout in the spring! 

For more questions about milkweed and milkweed planting, please call us at 937-456-5159 
or email Kate at katesills@prebleswcd.org. Join us in our Milkweed Pod collection next fall 
to donate your new seed pods and receive more free milkweed seed. The Monarch 
butterflies will thank you! 

2018 & 2021 Plat Book 
There is a LIMITED stock of our 2018 Plat Books available! We have sold over 500 copies 
of this edition. That’s right, 500! Maps with clearly labeled property lines, and a side-by-side 
view of aerial images to show you all of Preble County. Just $25, cash or check, at our 
office or the Land Use Management Office in the Preble County Courthouse. 

Also, be on the lookout for our 2021 version to be released SOON!  It will include up-to-
date Preble County land ownership maps, including historic maps of the townships, and 
recent aerial images of Preble County. It’ll be an issue you don’t want to miss!  

THE MOVE! (Continued) 
 

After days, weeks, and months of preparing, sorting, packing, and rearranging… We are 
officially moved into our new office space at:  

2789 US Rt. 35 E, West Alexandria 

We are located in Glenwood, between Eaton and West Alex. We are also next door to 
Long’s Truck and Trailer on the North side of the road. Our phone number remains the 
same at (937) 456-5159. Our office is now open to the public, so please stop in to see your 
District staff for all of your natural resource needs! 
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Dates to Remember: 

November 11th - Veteran’s Day (Office Closed) 
November 18th - Board Meeting 7:00 a.m. 

November 26th & 27th - Thanksgiving (Office Closed) 

December 9th - Board Meeting 7:00 a.m. 

December 25th - Christmas Day (Office Closed) 

January 1st - New Year’s Day (Office Closed) 

Manure Stockpiling Reminders 
 

The Preble Soil and Water Conservation District would like to take a moment to remind producers to use best management practices on your land while 
stockpiling manure. Please keep in mind these requirements and siting setbacks when you temporarily stockpile manure: 

Requirements for a manure stockpile: 

1. Must be solid manure with bedding (minimum of 25% solids) or dry poultry manure. 

2. Planned stockpile cannot be stored for more than a 6-month period. 

3. If the storage period will extend beyond 4 months or over winter, a 75-foot-wide vegetative buffer will be required. 

4. Must be located on soils that are deep to bedrock (>40 inches to bedrock). 

5. May not be located on soils with a rapid or very rapid permeability (>2.0 in./hr.) in the topsoil, subsoil, or substratum to a depth of 40 in.  

6. May not be located on slopes greater than 6%. 

7. May not be located on occasionally or frequently flooded soils or below the 100-year floodplain elevation. 

8. Limit the height of the pile to 7’ and shape it to shed precipitation. 

9. Locate manure stockpiles in or near the field in which the manure is to be applied. The volume of manure should approximately equal the amount 
that will be applied to the field at agronomic rates. 

10. Consider covering the manure stockpile if storing more than 4 months, or over winter. 

Siting Setback Requirements: 

1. Must be located a minimum of 300 feet from spring water collection systems, wells, or sink holes. 

2. Must be located a minimum of 1500 feet from any public surface water drinking intakes. 

3. Must be located a minimum of 500 feet from neighboring residences. 

4. Must be located a minimum of 300 feet from areas of concentrated flow such as waterways or surface drains. 

5. Must be located a minimum of 300 feet from any ponds, streams, or waters of the state. 

6. Must be a minimum of 300 feet from a tile inlet or broken tile. 

7. Must be a minimum of 100 feet from a public road. 

Farmers and applicators need to guard water quality throughout the year by following the current USDA/NRCS Practice Standards for manure 
application.  These guidelines, if implemented, will greatly reduce the potential for nutrients to enter into watercourses. Anyone stockpiling and applying 
manure should be aware of all catch basins, watercourses, concentrated field flow areas, grassed waterways, riser pipes, tile inlets, culvert pipes and tile 
blowouts in the application area. 


