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72nd Annual Meeting Highlights
The 72nd Preble SWCD Annual Meeting was held at Quiet Harmony Elk Ranch on Friday, September 10th, with over
180 adults and children present. Those who attended enjoyed free drive-it-yourself tours of the Elk Ranch, in addition to
games and activities for the kids.
David Flory, owner of the Quiet Harmony Elk Ranch, was the guest speaker for the evening. He discussed different
types of farming operations that he has been a part of through the years, and his vision for what Quiet Harmony Ranch
has become today.
Harold Niehaus was inducted into the Conservation Hall of Fame for his tireless efforts in vocational agriculture and
career tech over the course of his career, in addition to his recent efforts as President of the Board of Trustees at the
Preble County Historical Society.
Mike Brubaker, of Eaton, was recognized as this year’s Outstanding Cooperator for the conservation work he and his
family have done on multiple owned and rented farms, this work spanning several decades.
To close the evening was the Conservation Trivia Contest, with the winner getting first dibs on the door prizes.
Thank you to: Brubaker Grain, Eaton Hometown Furniture, LCNB National Bank, Michael Murphy Insurance, the
Preble County Historical Society, Tupperware Consultant Stefanie Price, and Quality Tile and Drainage Systems, LLC, for
donating many wonderful door prizes for the event.
A special thanks goes out to all the staff at Quiet Harmony Ranch for their help planning the event and for the wonderful
meal they prepared.

Jeff Barnes - District
Conservationist
Karen McCalister - Resource
Conservationist
Brooke White - Soil
Conservationist

PHEASANTS FOREVER
FARM BILL
BIOLOGIST
Renee Buck

IN THIS ISSUE:

Annual Meeting
Recertification Course
From the Editor’s Desk
Plat Books
Goodbye, Kate
Soil Judging Contest
Conservation Day Camp

Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification Course
Save the date! Our Private Pesticide and Fertilizer Recertification Class is coming soon. Cooperators holding a private
pesticide and/or fertilizer license are required to renew their license every three years. This course is a three hour training
that fulfills all core and specialty requirements for license renewal as outlined and approved by the Ohio Department of
Agriculture. Industry specialists will present on various topics pertaining to pesticide and fertilizer application.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Private Pesticide and Fertilizer Applicator Recertification Course
Tuesday, January 25th, 2022
Eaton First Church of God

Get updates on our website:

www.prebleswcd.org

601 East Lexington Road, Eaton, OH 45320
Lunch will be provided to those who pre-register for this course. Lunch is NOT provided to walk-in participants.
Registration will open in December. Visit www.prebleswcd.org or call the Preble SWCD office at 937-456-5159.
Payment for this class is IN ADDITION TO the payment made to ODA to receive your renewed license.
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From the Editor’s Desk

That Depends

This article is a fictionalized account created by piecing together several conversations we have had here at the Conservation
Office. Names have been changed to protect the innocent. When possible, actual words have been quoted.
“Good morning, conservation office, Technician A speaking.”
“Hello, this is John Doe. I have a piece of land that I want to rent out. What’s it worth?”
Technician A responds, “That depends.”
“Depends on what? Don’t they have charts and lists for these types of things?”
Technician A calmy replies, “ Yes they do. OSU Extension publishes a cash rent survey that lists a range of what you might expect to
get for your ground.”
“And what are the ranges?”
“Somewhere less than a hundred bucks an acre to many-hundreds of dollars per acre. Some of these prices are dirt cheap, literally, and
some are probably way too high.”
John, not willing to take no for an answer, presses, “I heard that old man what’s-his-name just down the road from me is getting
$287.50 an acre for his ground. Is mine worth that much?”
Technician A responds with, “That’s not for me to say. I spend my days helping water run downhill. I like to think of myself as more
of an engineer than a real estate appraiser.”
“So you’re not going to give me a price?”
“I could, John, but then it might give you an unrealistic expectation of what to ask for. Then I’m the bad guy because I told you the
land might fetch umpteen dollars an acre and the best you were able to get was a measly five bucks an acre less than that. And while
we’re talking about money, keep this in mind. Say your previous tenant rented the ground for 30 years and he always paid you based on
55 acres of cropland. That’s just the way it was. Over thirty years, the fencerows and woods are creeping out into the field, and the
creek has wandered into the cropland, but the long-time tenant never bucked at the acreage. Well, some new guy comes along waving
big dollars per acre and you go with him, but then you come to find out that he only measures 52 acres of tillable land and wants to pay
you based on that. Suddenly your big per-acre payment doesn’t go as far when he wants to pay you for less acres. This type of thing
really happens.”
John Doe, beginning to see that this answer doesn’t come as easily as he first thought, asks, “So what other factors do I need to
consider?”
Technician A replies, “A multitude. Do you want the long list or just the short list?”
John says, “Lay it on me. I’m new at this. I just retired from my job of 30-some years and I’ve moved back to the old home place. My
father always took care of these things and now he’s passed on and it’s up to me to manage the farm for my sisters and me.”
Technician A takes a deep breath and continues. “You might consider the size of the farm. Suppose you have 60 acres of tillable
ground. Is that 60 acres in one large field, or is that 60 acres scattered amongst 4 chopped-up little fields separated by woods,
fencerows, and an open ditch that runs caddy-wampus clear across one field? Also, is the farm tiled, or are there wet spots that could
swallow a tractor? If the farm has large main tile, has the tile been maintained, or are there tile blow outs that you could park a truck
in?”
John says, “I’m starting to get the picture.”
Technician A jumps back in. “That’s just the beginning. What soil types are on the farm? Is it a gravel bottom that could burn up in a
drought year? Black wax? Gumbo? Mucky dirt? Red Knobs? What about the soil fertility? I’ve heard of some farms so poor that a
killdeer would have to pack a knapsack to walk all the way across it. Some farmers talk about ground that wouldn’t even raise an
umbrella. Has a previous tenant mined the soil leaving no fertility whatsoever? When’s the last time you saw a soil test for the place?
Keep in mind some other things that can all add up. Will your farmer come and plow the snow out of your driveway in the wintertime?
Does he repair tile? Bush hog waterways and side ditches? Trim tree limbs? I’m not saying that your tenant has to do all these things,
but it’s worth considering. And back to the money part, if a prospective tenant makes you an offer that seems too good to be true, it
probably is. Some fly-by-night operator might promise you big money, but then you never get paid.”
“Wow,” says John Doe, “I never thought of all that.”
“Yup,” Technician A replies, “just some things you might want to think about.”

PLAT BOOKS
The 2021 Preble County Plat Books are still on sale in the office. $25
gets you a spiral bound book containing up-to-date parcel maps
complete with aerial imagery. These make great presents and
collectibles. Stop by to pick up your copy today!

BJ’s Philosophy Box
I will never put my name on a product that does not
have in it the best that is in me.
-John Deere

Where’s Kate?
Many of our customers will
remember the smiling face who
used to work at our front desk. In
late May, Kate Camden and her
husband Bryan welcomed home
their new baby boy named
George. Kate decided to stay at
home to be a full-time mom.
Thanks, Kate, for the three years
you worked at the District!
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Dates to Remember:
December 8 - Board Meeting 7:00 a.m.
December 24 - Christmas Day observed (Office Closed)
December 31 - New Year’s Day observed (Office Closed)
January 17 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day (Office Closed)
January 19 - Board Meeting 7:00 a.m.
All programs and services of the Preble SWCD are offered on a nondiscrimination basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, or handicap.
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FFA Soil Judging Contest
On September 17th, over
100 students from all five
Preble County high schools
took part in the County
Soil Judging Contest. It
was a wonderful day for
the contest, with warm,
sunny weather.
It was
great to see so many
students together after not
having a contest in 2020.

Thank you to Dan and
Paul Hays for hosting
the contest, and thanks
to Paul Hays for
digging the soil pits.

Conservation Day Camp 2022
Mark your calendars for
C o n s e r va t i o n D ay
Camp 2022!
Our
seventh
annual
C o n s e r va t i o n D ay
Camp will be held June
21-23 at the Preble
County Historical
Society Farm. It’s a bit
too early to take camp
registrations just yet, but we are always looking for potential
counselors and youth volunteers. Former campers make
for great helpers at camp. If your child wants to be a part
of camp but is in sixth grade or above and is too old to
attend as a camper and not quite ready to be a counselor,
we could sure use their help either as a junior counselor or
as a volunteer to assist one of our presenters. As always,
counselors and volunteers attend camp for free. If you
know of a junior high
through college-age student
who may be interested in
volunteering
at
Conservation Day Camp,
please have them contact
the office at (937) 4565159,
or
email
bjprice@prebleswcd.org.

