
CONIFERS 



NORWAY SPRUCE 
Highlights 

Height: 40’ to 60’ 

Spread (width): 25’ to 30’ 

Bloom: Non-flowering 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Average 

Attracts: Birds 

Tolerate: Deer, Air pollution 

Winter Interest 

The Norway Spruce is a pyramidal 
evergreen conifer that is noted for it’s 
rapid growth rate. Seed bearing cones 
suspend from the branches, and can 
size up to 9” long. The genus name is 
derived from the Latin word “pix” 
meaning pitch- in reference to the 
sticky resin that is found in spruce 
bark. 

 

There are no serious disease or insect 
problems.  Be aware of aphids, 
bagworms, budworms, borers, and red 
spider mites. 



White pine 
Highlights 

Height: 50’ to 80’ 

Spread (width): 20’ to 40’ 

Bloom: Non-flowering 

Sun: Full sun to Part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Average, well drained 

Attracts: Birds 

Fruit: Showy 

Tolerate: Deer, Rabbit 

Winter Interest 

 

Eastern White Pines are a rapidly 
growing evergreen tree with soft, 
green needles and brown cones (after 
5 to 10 years). While cultivated to 
reach 50’ to 80’ in height, white pines 
can grow upwards of 100’ in the wild. 
They are also able to be pruned and 
sheared to be grown as a hedge. 
Once considered an important timber 
tree in past  centuries due to its 
lightweight, straight grained wood. 

 

While susceptible to some diseases 
and insects, white pine trees make 
excellent specimens for lawns and 
parks. 



Red cedar 

Highlights 

Height: 30’ to 65’ 

Spread (width): 8’ to 25’ 

Bloom: Non-flowering 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Dry to medium 

Attract: Birds 

Tolerate: Deer, drought, erosion, dry 
soil, shallow-rocky soil, black walnut, 
air pollution 

Winter Interest 

Eastern Red Cedar trees are native to 
Ohio, commonly seen in fields, 
pastures, and fence rows. Reddish 
brown-gray bark becomes thin 
shredded strips as it matures. 
Heartwood is light brown and 
aromatic, commonly used for cedar 
chests. Blue-green foliage may turn 
brown-green in winter. Red Cedar 
trees produce berry-like cones that are 
attractive to birds.  

 

There are no serious insect or disease 
problems. Be on the lookout for 
bagworms and mite. Avoid planting 
near apple trees. 



Bald cypress 

Highlights 

Height: 50’ to 70’ 

Spread (width): 20’ to 45’ 

Bloom: Non-flowering 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Medium to wet 

Fruit: Showy 

Attract: Birds 

Leaf: Good fall color 

Tolerate: Deer, clay soil, wet soil, 

While looking like a needled evergreen 
in the summer, the Bald Cypress tree 
is deciduous. It is native to southern 
swamps, bayous, and rivers. The soft, 
feathery yellow-green needles turn to 
an orange/cinnamon-brown color in 
the fall. The straight-grained, rot 
resistant wood has been used for a 
variety of purposes, such as railroad 
ties, shingles, and barrels.   

 

The Bald Cypress does not have any 
significant insect or disease problems. 
Bagworms, gall mites, and spidermites 
are occasional insect pests. Good for 
growing in low spots or near water. 



perennials 



Pink creeping phlox 
Highlights 

Height: 3” to 6” 

Spread (width): 2’ 

Bloom: March to May 

Bloom color: Pink 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Dry, well drained 

Foliage: Needle-like (evergreen) 

Attract: Butterflies, hummingbirds 

Tolerate: Deer, drought, cold 
winters 

Rock Garden Interest 

This evergreen with bright pink blooms 
in mid to late spring is perfect for 
groundcover. It has the ability to trail 
and spill over rock walls, hillsides, etc. 
to fill in spots or for a beautiful accent. 
It spreads rapidly and is low 
maintenance. A quick trim after they 
bloom will ensure dense growth. 

 

The creeping phlox is drought tolerant, 
as it prefers dry soil. It is also hardy 
against cold weather, while still 
providing foliage with its needle-like 
leaves.  



Butterfly Milkweed 
Highlights 

Height: 1.5’ 

Spread (width): 1.5’ 

Bloom: June to August 

Bloom color: Orange/ Yellow 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Dry, moist 

Fruit: Brown pods of seeds 
produce in the fall 

Attract: Butterflies, hummingbirds, 
bees 

Tolerate: Deer, rabbit 

Rain Garden Interest 

The Butterfly Milkweed is a prime food 
source for Monarch Butterflies, a 
species that is listed as endangered. 
This particular Milkweed plant does 
not possess the thick milky sap, like 
other Milkweed plants. It also contains 
deep roots, making it more difficult to 
transplant once growing. 

 

Pods form in the fall, which contain an 
abundance of new Milkweed seeds. 
Remove the pods before they fall, so 
as to not spread if you don’t wish to 
have more. Collections of Milkweed 
pods is a program through the Ohio 
Pollinator Habitat Initiative, in which 
the pods are de-seeded and sent back 
to different collecting organizations to 
be given away. Those who wish to 
have free seeds or to participate, 
please stop by the office!  



Blanket Flower 
Highlights 

Height: 1.5’ 

Spread (width): 1.5’ 

Bloom: May to August 

Bloom color: Orange, purple, red, 
white, yellow 

Sun: Full sun to Part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Variety 

Attract: Butterflies, birds 

Tolerate: Rabbit, drought, dry soil 

A quick re-seeding perennial, the 
Blanket Flower is perfect for ground 
cover. These yellow and orange daisy-
like flowers are a member of the Aster 
family. Blanket Flower is well known 
for growing in poor soil, appearing 
along hillsides and prairies. 

 

Blanket Flower has no serious insect 
or disease problem. Look out for root 
rot during heavy summer rains. If the 
summer bloom of the Blanket Flower 
is less than vibrant, cut the plant back 
to allow for a fall bloom. Removing 
spent flowers also encourages for a 
more healthy, tidy plant.  



Cardinal flower 
Highlights 

Height: 4’ 

Spread (width): 2’ 

Bloom: July to September 

Bloom color: Scarlet red, white, 
rose 

Sun: Full sun to Part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Moist and wet soil 

Attract: Butterflies, hummingbirds 

Tolerate: Rabbit, deer, wet soil 

Rain Garden Interest 

 

Cardinal Flowers are commonly found 
along moist areas, such as swamps, 
springs, and low wooded areas. They 
bloom striking tubular red flowers on 
upright stalks in late summer. They are 
very attractive to butterflies and 
hummingbirds, but not cardinals. The 
blooms are short lived, as they only 
bloom between the months of July and 
August. 

 

There are not threats of any serious 
insects or diseases. Snails and slugs 
may damage the foliage. The foliage 
also contains alkaloids, which can be 
harmful to humans. 



Blue Eyed Grass 
Highlights 

Height: 1.5’ 

Spread (width): 1’  

Bloom: May to June 

Bloom color: Violet-blue 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Medium 

Soil Condition: Moist soil 

Attract: Bees, birds 

Tolerate: Rabbit, deer, wet soil 

Ground Cover Use 

This iris-resembling plant is a unique 
perennial that features graceful grass-
like foliage with violet-blue blooms with 
a yellow center. Blue Eyed Grass will 
self-seed in good growing conditions. 
Dividing these plants every 2 to 3 
years will help the plantings remain 
vigorous.  

 

No serious diseases or insects to 
worry about. These plants thrive best 
in woodland gardens, wild gardens, 
and native gardens. It can also be 
used as borders and edgers along 
pathways. 



Hardwood 
trees 



SugarBerry 
Highlights 

Height: 60’ to 80’ 

Spread (width): 60’ to 80’ 

Trunk Diameter: 1’ to 4’ 

Bloom: April to May 

Bloom color: Green 

Sun: Full sun to Part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Wet soil 

Attracts: Birds 

Fruit: Edible 

Tolerate: Clay soil, wet soil, air 
pollution 

Rain Garden Interest 

Sugarberry trees, also known as 
Sugar Hackberry, are deciduous trees 
that resemble the common hackberry 
tree. The Sugarberry differs from the 
Hackberry by: 

 Fruits being juicer and sweeter 

 Less corky bark 

 Better resistance to Witch’s Broom, 
a disease in which a cluster of small 
twigs grow in the same area on a 
tree 

Insignificant flowers bloom in Spring 
and the fruit produced is attractive to a 
variety of wildlife. Birds consume the 
fruit and disperse the seed. 
Sugarberry trees also give off an 
undistinguished yellow fall color.  



Black Walnut 
Highlights 

Height: 75’ 

Spread (width): 75’  

Trunk Diameter: 2’ to 4’ 

Bloom: May to June 

Bloom color: Yellowish- green 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Medium 

Soil Condition: Moist, well drained 

Fruit: Edible, showy 

Attracts: Birds 

Tolerate: Rabbit, drought 

Shade Tree Use 

A large deciduous tree with an oval 
shape, the Black Walnut is most 
known for the edible nuts that fall in 
autumn. The kernels are edible, but 
difficult to extract. These walnuts are 
harvested for commercial sale, and 
are typically abundant every other 
year. The wood is also valued, as it is 
used for cabinets, furniture, gunstocks, 
and fine veneers. Historically, the 
Black Walnut was a versatile tree for 
Native Americans, as it had many 
purposes. 

 

There are no serious disease or insect 
issues, and possible diseases include 
root rot, canker, and leaf spot. Black 
Walnuts produce chemicals that are 
very toxic to certain plants and toxicity 
can increase as the tree matures.  



Tulip Poplar 
Highlights 

Height: 70’ to 90’ 

Spread (width): 30’ to 50’ 

Trunk Diameter: 4’ to 6 ’ 

Bloom: May to June 

Bloom color: Yellow with orange 
band at petal base 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Deep, moist soil 

Leaf: Good fall color 

Tolerate: Rabbit, deer, clay soil 

Large Landscape Interest 

Tulip Poplar, also known as Yellow 
Poplar, is a fast growing, deciduous 
tree that is noted for its tulip-like 
flowers that bloom in spring. These 
flowers are yellow with an orange 
band at the base of each petal. 
Flowers become slightly unnoticeable 
as the leaves mature into full size. In 
the fall, the foliage turns to a golden 
yellow color. The wood of Tulip 
Poplars can be used for furniture, 
plywood, boatbuilding, and general 
lumber. 

 

No serious diseases or insect issues. 
Beware of mold, mildew, and canker. It 
is a light wood, making them more 
susceptible to limb breakage in high 
winds and ice/snow.  



Red Oak 
Highlights 

Height: 60’ to 90’ 

Spread (width): 60’ to 90’ 

Trunk Diameter: 4’ to 6 ’ 

Bloom: May 

Bloom color: Yellowish-green 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Variety 

Leaf: Good fall color 

Tolerate: Drought, dry soil, black 
walnut, air pollution 

Shade Tree Use 

Red Oak trees are fast growing shade 
trees, with a rounded to broad-
spreading look. The dark green leaves 
turn to a brownish-red color in the fall. 
Acorns develop and mature in early 
fall, but do not become abundant until 
the tree reaches an age over 40 years. 

 

Red Oaks are durable, long living 
trees. They are susceptible to oak wilt, 
a systemic fungal disease with no 
cure. Chlorosis, the yellowing of 
leaves while the veins remain green, 
can also occur if there is not enough 
acidity in the soil. These trees are 
great for street use and for your lawn.  



Black maple 
Highlights 

Height: 60’ to 75’ 

Spread (width): 40’ to 60’ 

Trunk Diameter: 4’ to 6 ’ 

Bloom: Spring 

Bloom color: Yellowish-green 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Medium 

Soil Condition: Well drained soil 

Leaf: Good fall color 

Tolerate: Heavy shade 

Shade Tree Interest 

Black Maple trees, closely related to 
Sugar Maple trees, is known for being 
the main component of the Eastern 
U.S. hardwood forest. The leaf is the 
national symbol of Canada. The green 
leaves turn to a yellow-orange-red in 
the fall with considerable color 
variations. They are also commonly 
known for the sap that these trees 
provide to make maple syrup.  

 

There are no serious threats of 
disease or insects. They can be 
susceptible to wilt, cankers, leaf spot, 
and aphids. They are best used as 
landscaping trees, and are known for 
giving New England their reputation for 
spectacular fall color. 



Shagbark hickory 
Highlights 

Height: 70’ to 80’ 

Spread (width): 50’ to 70’ 

Trunk Diameter: 2’ to 3 ’ 

Bloom: April to May 

Bloom color: Greenish-yellow 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Soil Condition: Well drained soil 

Fruit: Edible 

Leaf: Good fall color 

Tolerate: Clay soil, black walnut 

Winter Interest 

The Shagbark Hickory tree is best 
known for its extremely hard wood, 
most commonly used for furniture, 
ladders, handles, etc. It is also used 
for curing and smoking meat, and for 
quality firewood/fuel. Their leaves turn 
yellow to golden brown in the fall. It 
produces edible nuts, and was an 
important food source for Native 
Americans and early settlers. The nuts 
are also attractive to many wildlife. 
Andrew Jackson was know as Old 
Hickory, in recognition of his tough 
character. 

 

These tree pose no serious issues 
with disease or insects. The can 
produce considerable litter through 
twig, leaf, and  fruit drop. 



fruits 



Rhubarb 
Highlights 

Height: 3’ 

Spread (width): 4’ 

Bloom: May to July 

Bloom color: White 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Medium 

Soil Condition: Well drained, moist 
soil 

Tolerate: Rabbit 

Vegetable Garden Location 

Rhubarb is perennial vegetable grown 
for its edible leaf stalks, used in 
sauces, jams, or pies.  The leaf stalks 
are deep red to pink to green with a 
tart flavor. The leaves are dark green, 
heart-shaped, and highly toxic. 
**Leaves must be removed before 
being used in cooking.** Tiny, white 
flowers form between May and late 
summer. 

 

Crown rot, a fungus that can survive in 
the soil, may appear in poorly drained 
soils. Stalk borers, beetles, and 
curculio can affect the Rhubarb plant.  

Rhubarb 



gooseberry 

Highlights 

Height: 4’ 

Spread (width): 3’ 

Bloom: May to June 

Bloom color: Red/ green 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Medium 

Fruit: Edible 

Attracts: Birds, butterflies 

Soil Condition: Well drained soil 

Tolerate: Rabbit 

Vegetable Garden Location 

Gooseberry is a deciduous shrub that 
produces edible berries, often used in 
jams, jellies, and pies. Small, 
insignificant flowers appear in April 
and large, tart, red gooseberries follow 
in July, These fruits have a vigorous 
growth habit. 

 

Possible issues include: leaf spots, 
aphids, scale, and mites. It is best 
grown in a protected location in a 
vegetable or fruit garden.  



Small trees 
& 

Shrubs 



Black Chokeberry 
Highlights 

Height: 3’ to 6’ 

Spread (width): 3’ to 6’ 

Bloom: May 

Bloom color: White 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Fruit: Edible 

Attracts: Birds 

Soil Condition: Moist, well drained 
soils to wet soils 

Tolerate: Wet soils 

 

The Black Chokeberry is a deciduous 
shrub that tolerates wet areas, such as 
low woods, swamps, bogs, etc. This 
shrub develops cluster of white flowers 
with dark green leaves in May, and 
turns to a red/purple fall color with 
berries in the autumn season. The 
berries are technically edible, but are 
extremely astringent which causes 
people to “choke.” 

 

There are no serious threats of insect 
or disease problem. It is susceptible to 
leaf spots and twig/ fruit blight. It is 
able to withstand wet conditions, 
making it perfect for planting near 
ponds or streams.  



White Flowering Dogwood 
Highlights 

Height: Up to 40’ 

Spread (width): Up to 30’ 

Bloom: April to May 

Bloom color: White 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Medium 

Fruit: Showy 

Attracts: Birds, butterflies 

Soil Condition: Well drained soil 

Tolerate: Deer, clay soil, black 
walnut 

Residential Landscape Interest 

The White Flowering Dogwood is a 
small deciduous tree that blooms in 
early spring and overlaps with the 
bloom period of redbuds. The actual 
dogwood flower is the small, yellow-ish 
green center and is surrounded by 
bracts. These petal-like bracts are 
clustered to look like a 4-petaled, white 
flower. The bright red berries form in 
the fall, as the leaves turn to different 
shades of red. The fruits are inedible 
to humans, but are good source of 
food for birds.  

 

When stressed, Flowering Dogwood  
can be susceptible to a large number 
of disease problem. The most serious 
threat to these trees is dogwood 
anthracnose, which is spotting and 
distortion of the blooms on dogwoods. 
Some buds may not bloom in serious  



Hazel alder 
Highlights 

Height: 10’ to 20’ 

Spread (width): 8’ to 15’ 

Bloom: March to April 

Bloom color: Brownish yellow (male) 
and red (female) 

Sun: Full sun 

Maintenance: Low 

Fruit: Showy 

Attracts: Birds 

Soil Condition: Wet soil 

Tolerate: Clay soil, wet soil 

Hazel Alder, also known as Smooth 
Alder, is a large deciduous shrub that 
is native to areas around streams/
lakes/rivers, springs, swamps, etc. The 
flowers on this shrub are monoecious, 
appearing as separate catkins on the 
same shrub. The males are brownish 
yellow flowers that cluster between 2” 
to 4” long. The females are bright red 
flowers ranging in the same size. 
Female flowers are pollinated by the 
wind. The cones mature in fall and the 
birds feed off of the seeds. 

 

No serious threats of disease or insect 
problems. May be susceptible to 
powdery mildew, aphids, tent 
caterpillars, and flea beetles. Hazel 
Alders are best in moist areas of 
landscape. 



New jersey tea 
Highlights 

Height: 3’ to 5’ 

Spread (width): 3’ to 5’ 

Bloom: May to July 

Bloom color: White 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Fruit: Showy 

Attracts: Hummingbirds, butterflies 

Soil Condition: Dry, well drained 

Tolerate: Dry soil, drought, shallow-
rocky soil 

Garden Interest 

During the Revolutionary War, the New 
Jersey Tea leaves were dried to be 
used in a caffeine free tea. These 
compact, rounded shrubs produce 
cluster of tiny, fragrant white flowers in 
late spring. The young twigs are a 
bright yellow during the winter. It 
thrives best in dry woodlands, prairies, 
and thickets.  

 

There are no serious diseases or 
insect issues. It may be susceptible to 
leaf spot and powdery mildew. The 
New Jersey Tea grow best as borders, 
and can also be used as ground cover 
for those hard-to-grow areas.  



Pawpaw 

Highlights 

Height: Up to 40’ 

Spread (width): 15’ to 30’ 

Bloom: April to May 

Bloom color: Purple 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Fruit: Edible 

Foliage: Good fall color 

Soil Condition: Moist soil 

Attracts: Wildlife 

Tolerate: Wet soil 

Rain Garden Interest 

The PawPaw tree, the official state 
native fruit of Ohio, is the largest 
edible fruit native to North America. 
These trees typically appear in low 
bottom woods, ravines, and along 
streams. Their slightly drooping leaves 
turn to a bright yellow in the fall. Purple 
cup shaped flowers appear in the 
spring, and produce oblong, yellowish 
green fruits. Once matured and 
browned in the fall, these fruits can be 
eaten raw or used in ice cream. They 
resemble the taste of bananas. Wildlife 
often beat humans to the harvest.  

 

These trees have no issues with 
serious insect or disease problems. 
They are most effective in damp areas 
along ponds or streams.  



summersweet 
Highlights 

Height: Up to 40’ 

Spread (width): 15’ to 30’ 

Bloom: July to August 

Bloom color: White 

Sun: Full sun to part shade 

Maintenance: Low 

Foliage: Good fall color 

Soil Condition: Wet soil 

Attracts: Butterflies, bees 

Tolerate: Heavy shade, erosion, clay 
soil, wet soil 

Rain Garden Interest 

Summersweet is a round, deciduous 
bush that is commonly found in 
swampy woodlands, stream banks, 
and seashores. It is known for its 
sweet, fragrant white flowers that form 
a narrow upright panicle in mid to late 
summer. These flowers are attractive 
to butterflies and bees. They turn to 
brown seed capsules that persist in 
winter. The glossy dark green leaves 
turn to shades of yellow and golden 
brown in the fall. 

 

 There are no concerns of serious 
diseases or insects. Spider mites may 
be a concern in dry conditions. They 
are good shrubs for shade or 
woodland gardens. It is also effective 
as a hedge. 


