Wildlife Habitat Initiative

John Kaiser, Ohio Division of Wildlife

The Wildlife Habitat Initiative (WHI) is a new statewide conservation program giving eligible Ohio farmers
and landowners the opportunity to improve their land and support wildlife. Eligible participants will receive
incentive payments for successfully completing approved conservation practices that enhance wildlife habitat on
their land. The program focuses on improving habitat for grassland birds, pollinators, and other native wildlife.
Eligible practices include:

e Cover crops
e  Drought resistant pasture plantings
e  Many more practices. For more WHI information, open the link below.
WHI Information: Ohio Fact Sheet (Final)
This program is made possible thanks to funding from the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).

To qualify for WHI, participants must be eligible for USDA farm programs and have a current
farm record and valid farm number with the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). Program sign-
up is continuous year-round, so project planning can begin anytime. Contracts terms range from

1 to 4 years. Contract signing and management are exclusively digital to streamline the process
for both the landowner and technical assistance staff.

To get started, contact the Preble SWCD office at 937-456-5159 and ask for Bobby. The Preble SWCD and other
conservation partners will be holding an informational meeting focusing on the WHI on the evening of February 3rd.
Contact Bobby for meeting details and to register.
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https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/ohiodnr.gov/documents/wildlife/wildlife-management/Ohio_WHI_Fact_Sheet_Final.pdf
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